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President’s Address
Members,
I truly hate that we missed having Spring Celebration this year. We had things to
celebrate that we have never had before! If we had attended the 2020 Dr. Lily
Spring Celebration, it would have started with my welcoming all attendees. I
would have recognized Arkansas Poet Laureate, Jo McDougall, for her work with
Governor Asa Hutchinson to obtain a proclamation naming April 18 as the first Arkansas Youth
Poetry Day, the same day as PRA recognizes the winners of its college and youth contests. Laura
Trigg, as Spring Celebration Chair, would have presented information about Dr. Lily Peter, read
one or more of Dr. Peter’s poems, and would have told a story about a personal friend who was
a recipient of Dr. Lily Peter’s philanthropic efforts. Laura would then have introduced Jake
Sawyer, keynote speaker. Jake, student at the University of the Ozarks and first place winner of
the 2018 Jeanie Dolan Carter Memorial Collegiate Contest, would have told us about his work
with Project Poet at the University of the Ozarks. This project is in line with PRA’s and Jo
McDougall’s efforts to encourage poetry among our youth. Jake would have shared his critiques
of PRA members’ poems that had previously been submitted to him. Next would come the PRA
members-only Light and Serious Verse contests with poems that were submitted at the
beginning of the meeting. They would have been judged by the members and the winners
announced. The conference would have been dismissed for lunch in the River Market area,
where attendees could have selected lunch from a large variety of foods and enjoyed fellowship
together. After lunch, Donna Smith, Collegiate Contest Chair, would have announced the
winners of the 2020 Jeanie Dolan Carter Memorial Collegiate Contest and Laura Bridges would
have announced the winners of the Sybil Nash Abrams Senior High and Junior High contests.
(Pictures of the youth winners that we have been able to obtain can be found on the PRA web
site.) After a short business meeting, Dr. John Crawford, Pat Laster, and I would have
announced the winners of the Verna Lee Hinegardner, Mary Harper Sowell, and Dr. Lily Peter
memorial contests. As you can see, we would have a day filled with fun and fellowship with our
poet friends. Just remember, Poetry Day is coming this fall; we will have another opportunity
for fun and fellowship at that time! Spend Time On Poetry!
Frieda Patton
PRA President

Dues and Membership
Reminder! June 30: PRA membership fees
and information updates due to Membership
Chair Cathy Moran. Be sure to include your
email address, plus any branch changes in
officers/dates/times. Printing of the new
yearbook is scheduled for July. Send $20 (or
$15 for seniors and students) to Membership
Chair Cathy Moran, 401 Auburn Dr., Little
Rock, AR 72205. Include address, phone
and email changes.

NFSPS Convention Cancellation
The 2020 National Federation of State
Poetry Societies Convention has been
cancelled due to the covid-19 outbreak.
More information about the convention and
NFSPS' Annual Contests will be posted here
as soon as available.
http://www.nfsps.com/conv.html

Welcome New Members
Sarah Comnock of Hot Springs, Arkansas
Lydia Cheatham of Benton, Arkansas

Congratulations PRA Members
Please send notice of activities and accomplishments
to PRA News Editor, Karen Moulton, 2234 MC 7055
Flippin, AR 72634 (jkmoultons@yahoo.com).

✐Nancy LaChance, member-at-large, won
first place in Missouri State Poetry Society’s
winter contest in the category, Winter
Subject.
✐Cathy Moran (River Market-LR) won
from Pennsylvania one first, one third, and
two Honorable Mentions, and from
Mississippi three firsts, one second, three
Honorable Mentions, and Best of the Fest.
✐Karen Moulton, (Baxter County Branch)
has a poem, “It’s Getting Late,” in the spring
Rattle #67 edition. Her poem will be
featured as Rattle.com’s poem of the day on
May 20.

✐Terrie Jacks, Ballwin, Missouri, has
several verses in Fireflies Light, March 2020
edition, also, Tanka Originals and a blog for
black and white haiga; She also won a first
place honorable mention in the free verse
and a third place in the humorous categories
of MSPS.
✐Gail Denham, member-at-large, won
second and third place in a Mississippi
contest. Highland Park (Illinois) will use
two of her ekphrastic poems as plaques to
stand with two sculptures during the
summer. Highland Park is releasing a book
featuring the artwork and the accompanying
poems. Denham is a judge for the flash
fiction section of the Oregon Christian
Writers Organization contest.
✐John W. Crawford, Arkadelphia, placed
in the Missouri Poetry Association Spring
contest with his poem, " Spring Violets."
His next book Just Off Highway 71:
Memories in Lyric, published by Austin
Macauley Publishers of London and New
York, will be released around Christmas.
✐Dr. Emory D. Jones, Iuka, Mississippi, has
his poem, “My Muse Sings Only Country” in
2018-2019 Tennessee Voices Anthology. He
won second place in Category 49 (Julia Hurd
Strong Award) of the Poetry Society of Texas
2019 Contest; second place in the Edgar
Bowers Award 2018 of the Georgia Poetry
Society and is published in The Reach of
Song 2019. He won second place in the
Massachusetts State Poetry Society’s 2019
Poets Choice Contest; he won second place
and third place (Haiku Roundup Award) in
the Arizona Poetry Society’s 2019 Contest;
won third place in Category 21 (Memories of
Railroads Award) of the 2020 Mississippi
Poetry Society Contest. Jones won second
place in Category #1 (Conclave Journal
Award), third place in Category #2 (William
Ramsey Stewart Memorial Award), first
Honorable Mention in Category #3 (Howard
Shaw Memorial Award), third place in
Category #4 (Jack Koch Memorial Award),

second Honorable Mention in Category #6
(Formal Haiku Award), and first place in
Category #12 (Winklebleck Choice Award)
of the Poetry Society of Oklahoma’s 2020
Annual Spring Awards. He has work
published in Sandcutters 2019 and in Prize
Poems 2019 (Pennsylvania Poetry Society).
✐As part of her online MFA poetry
workshop this semester, Pat Laster, Saline
County Branch, had to write ten poems: an
ode, an extended metaphor, an occasion
poem, a narrative, a poem with
entomology/epigraph, a sonnet, an
Abecedarian, a free verse, an ars poetica and
a poem to another poet. Also, several essays
based on text chapters. All work gets
critiqued by the class members and
professor.
✐Erin J. Jones, Springdale, Arkansas,
recently self-published a collection of beer
poetry, facts, and quotes, Goes Well with
Beer. It is available through Kindle and
Amazon.

February Monthly Contest Winners!
Thanks to Pat Laster for judging the twelve entries.

First place: Barbara Blanks, Garland, Texas;
Second place: Catherine Parker, Alexander,
Arkansas; First Honorable Mention: Dennis
Patton, Alexander, Arkansas; Second
Honorable Mention: Frieda Patton,
Alexander, Arkansas. For more details, see
the PRA website.

March Monthly Contest Winners!
Thanks to our judge, Cathy Moran, for judging the 13
entries this month.

First Place: Dennis Patton, Alexander,
Arkansas; Second Place: Janet Ryan, El
Dorado, Arkansas; Third Place: Donna
Nelson, Kensett, Arkansas; First Honorable
Mention: Barbara Blanks, Garland, Texas;
Second Honorable Mention: Sara Gipson,
Scott, Arkansas; Third Honorable Mention:
John McPherson, Searcy, Arkansas. For
more details, see the PRA website.

Keeping Poetry Alive
As a new member of PRA, I am learning
about the organization’s workings and
purpose. From the yearbook, it states: “PRA
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the
study of poetry and the encouragement of
poets. The purpose of the organization is to
foster and encourage poets in the art, to
promote an appreciation of poetry in the
community, and to secure a fuller
recognition of the works of poets in the
state of Arkansas.” It is my goal as editor to
work toward this purpose. In addition to
recognizing members for awards and
publications, I’ll be including items on how
poetry is being kept alive in Arkansas and
how you can do your part.
✰ Laura Bridges, president of the River
Market Branch, has been sending emails to
her group and sharing poems and
information on National Poetry Month.
She thinks it is important to keep
communication going and to encourage each
other during this crazy and depressing time.
✰ Fourteen years ago, University of the
Ozarks English Professor, David Strain,
came up with a way to boost submissions to
the school’s magazine inspired by the reality
TV show Project Runway. Dubbed Project
Poet, it draws students from all disciplines
and challenges them to share their voices.
You can read the full article at
https://ozarks.edu/news/project-poet-to-cap14th-year-in-homecoming-finale/
✰ First Arkansas Youth Poetry Day
Thanks to state Poet Laureate, Jo
McDougal’s efforts, on February 25, 2020,
Governor, Asa Hutchinson, issued the
proclamation for the first Arkansas Youth
Poetry Day to be held on April 18, 2020.
Poets under the age of 18 were invited to
send a 2-minute video reading of an original
poem to be shared virtually on Facebook
@Wednesdaynightpoetry.

✰ Note contests listed in Strophes and on
the NFSPS website and get writing and
enter.
✰ Looking for some
poetry to read?
Check the PRA
website to find PRA
members’ books
and how to purchase
them.
“At least keep your journal going.” photo by
Gail Denham, Sunriver, Oregon

Sybil Nash Abram winners can be found
on the PRA website and on the PRA’s
Facebook page.

2020 (NFSPS-CUP) Winner
The Florence Kahn Memorial Award winner
is Jacie Andrews for the manuscript
Sweetwork. Jacie is a senior at Hendrix
College in Conway, Arkansas.” Find the
full press release on the PRA website, the
PRA Facebook page, and in the current issue
of Strophes.

Winners of 2020 Statewide Jeanie
Dolan Carter Memorial Collegiate
st

Poetry Contest

1 Place ($500) – Addy Mahaffey from U of
A Fayetteville (hometown Fayetteville, AR)
for her poem, ”Not Your Fault, Son, No
Orange.” 2nd Place ($300) – Anna Beth Lane
from U of A Fayetteville (hometown
Lubbock, TX) for her poem, “Permanent.”
3rd Place ($200) – Hannah Faulkner from
Harding University (hometown Lexington,
KY) for her poem, “Haunted House.”
Honorable Mention - Samuel Byrd from U
of A for Medical Sciences at Little Rock
(hometown Malvern, AR) for his poem,
“Fair Share of Coffee.”
For full bios, see the PRA Facebook page.

Who was Jeanie Dolan Carter?
Jeanie Dolan Carter was an Arkansas native.
She met and married Roger Carter and
moved to Little Rock. She taught poetry to
the first and second grade students at St.
Luke's Day School. At 45, she took a
Creative Writing class with Dr. Ken Cook at
National Park Community College. It was
here that her passion and career as a poet
began. She was a member of Roundtable
Poets of Hot Springs and the state and
national poetry organizations. This is the
fourth year for the Jeanie Dolan Carter
Collegiate Memorial Award and we would
like to thank Roger Carter for this
opportunity.

Dates and Information to Remember
June 30: PRA membership fees and
information updates due to Membership
Chair Cathy Moran. Be sure to include your
email address, plus any branch changes in
officers/dates/times. Printing of the new
yearbook is scheduled for July. Send $20 (or
$15 for seniors and students) to Membership
Chair Cathy Moran, 401 Auburn Dr., Little
Rock, AR 72205
August: Watch the mail for 2021 PRA
Yearbooks.
August 1: Deadline for Massachusetts State
Poetry Society’s National Poetry Day
Contest 2020.
http://mastatepoetrysociety.tripod.com/id14.
html
August 15: PRA’s 2020 Poetry Day Contest
entries due. See details to posted on PRA’s
website.
October 31: PRA’s 2020 Poetry Day will
be held at the Darragh Center Auditorium,
Main Library, 100 Rock Street, Little
Rock. Laura Bridges will serve as Poetry
Day Chair and Marie Allison will serve as
Poetry Day Contest Chair. Sandy Longhorn
will be the featured speaker. Poetry Day is
the main poetry event in Arkansas. For

conference questions contact Frieda Patton
at patton.frieda@gmail.com or 501-8475328. See full press release on PRA website
or PRA Facebook page.

Inspiration
In the current issue of Strophes, Ron Weber
lays out his poetry imperatives:
Respect the common; It’s about the
language, not the poet; Inspiration doesn’t
keep office hours; The duty, the challenge;
Obscure poetry is an insult. The article
made me think about my imperatives. I hope
if you read it and/or this article, you’ll think
about yours. Weber hit upon some important
parts of poetry, how it is about the language
and how poetry can be found in the
everyday. When I was teaching poetry to
ten-year-olds, we used a book, Poetry
Matters, by Ralph Fletcher. In it Fletcher
suggests that each poem needs these three
pillars to hold it up: emotion, music, and
imagery. When I’m writing, I strive to
include these pillars, so that makes them
imperatives for me. But now, I want to focus
on Weber’s third imperative: Inspiration
doesn’t keep office hours. His main idea is
that you can’t be passive; you need to be
actively observing and taking in as much
input as you can all of the time. I started
wondering about where I draw my
inspiration from. Certainly in my new rural
environment, there is plenty of natural
beauty to write about. I’ve become a birder.
I hike to waterfalls, prairies, and creeks. And
yet, I’ve written very little since my
retirement in June. Perhaps I’m too happy.
Stress and grief have driven most of my
poetry. Some of my best work has come
from online workshops and classes where I
was forced to meet deadlines and where I
received feedback from the group. Taking
walks with pad and pencil in pocket usually
triggers a line or two. There have been times
when listening to Bob Dylan, especially
“Tangled Up in Blue,” have turned the
switch for me.

What about you? Many poets are political;
Ekphrastic poetry is inspirational to some;
writing in a certain form or entering contests
gets some poets going. In the next
newsletter, I’d like to include quotes, poems,
and thoughts about inspiration or how you
get inspired to write. Email me at
jkmoultons@yahoo.com.

“Hoping many can get out
and walk and praying for
sunshine.” Photo by Gail Denham,
Sunriver, Oregon

Staying Connected
PRA members receive the quarterly News ‘N
Notes via email and web posting. The
NFSPS quarterly Strophes newsletter is
available online via link from PRA’s
website. Members may request copies of
both by postal mail. (Send your request to
Karen Moulton, jkmoultons@yahoo.com)
Branch Presidents are asked to assure that
all members have access to these
publications.

NFSPS and PRA Online Presence
Did you know that as a member of the PRA,
you qualify to enter state poetry contests in
other states? You can see by reading the
achievements of many members that the
PRA does very well in other states’ contests.
Go to http://www.nfsps.com/ and click on
State Contests. You can read national news
and find links to other state poetry societies,
too. On the PRA website, click on Contests
to see all of the contests sponsored. In
addition, on the PRA website under
Resources, you can find a document called
Year in Review. This might come in handy
when recruiting members or seeking contest
sponsorships. It is a great place to find
updates on Arkansas activities. Also under
Resources, you’ll find Links to many sites
that describe and provide examples of forms
and devices.

Have you liked PRA on Facebook? Are you
following it? You’ll find photos, news,
events, and more there.
Here are the Facebook numbers for
February:
> Pageviews - 73, up 4%
> Page likes - 4, down 56%
> Reach - 772, up 25%
> Engagements - 435, up 50%
> New followers - 4, down 56%

then, I met a special fellow and that is why I
am in Flippin. I am enjoying country life
and the lack of monotony that four seasons
bring. I keep busy subbing for the local
schools, becoming a Master Naturalist, and
writing children’s books and a blog/fanzine
called Logo-phi-lia. https://logo-phi-lia.com
I am delighted to take on the role of editor
and get to know all of you, my fellow poets,
better.

Revision
Emiliano Martin, in the current issue of
Strophes, gives his thoughts on revision.
One of the best books I’ve used to help me
revise is Ted Kooser’s The Poetry Home
Repair Manual. And while it does say it is
for beginning poets, it serves as a great
reminder in those moments when I feel
stuck in revision. Other books I like to guide
me in revision are: Ordinary Genius by Kim
Addonizio, In the Palm of Your Hand by
Steve Kowit, and Next Word, Better Word,
the Craft of Writing Poetry by Stephen
Dobyns. Got a great revision book or
strategy? Tell us about it in the next News
‘N’ Notes. Email me at
jkmoultons@yahoo.com

About the Editor
In June 2019, I retired after 39 years of
teaching. I taught both domestically and
internationally. Teaching overseas gave me
lots of travel experiences. I am from West
Virginia, but have lived in South Carolina,
Florida, Washington, Shanghai, Taipei, and
now, Flippin, Arkansas. During my twentytwo years living in Asia, I encountered many
cultures and saw some wondrous sights. My
interests are reading, writing, poetry,
technology, photography, and birding. If you
read any of my three published chapbooks,
you’ll learn that my husband suffered from a
rare brain disease and died in 2013. Since

photo by Ken Forman

Call for News and More
I know this newsletter is a little longer than
the usual four pages. Isn’t it great that there
is so much news to report to members?
You may have noticed that I asked for input
from you via email and inside this
newsletter. For the next issue, I’d like to
share some of the published poems you’ve
written on the theme of Inspiration. I’d also
like to hear how and where you find
inspiration for your writing. Maybe you’ve
just read an amazing collection of poetry. I’d
love to share your thoughts on it with the
membership in News ‘N’ Notes. I hope to
feature a member next time, something
Donna started that I really like. Watch your
email for requests from me. Help keep
poetry alive in Arkansas.

